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An Accelerated Language Course 
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Instructor: Drew (Donald) Heverin     Office: 1318 P.O.T. 
Email: drewheverin2@gmail.com     Office Phone: 257-7055 
Office Hours: TR 12:45 – 1:30     Dept. Phone: 257-7002 

 and by appointment     Mailbox: 1245 P.O.T. 
 
 
Course Objectives: 

After completing this course, you should be able to compose written documents of a variety of 
types, from informal email messages to more rigorously argued and supported essays.  This should 
prepare you for writing at a college-level, with some ability to tailor your style for the demands of 
specific careers and disciplines.  You should also have an understanding of the American “academic 
voice,” essay organization, written argumentation, and audience-awareness as exhibited in academic 
papers and essay exams. In other words, you should be ready to succeed in a English-language classroom 
at either the undergraduate or graduate level, or at least I hope that you will be able to do so. 
 
In order to learn these things, you will be expected to do the following: 
 Students will participate in all class discussions 
 Students will come to class prepared with all work completed, including all assigned readings and 

drafting assignments. 
 Students will complete in-class writing assignments and exams, when asked to. 

 

 
 

Monday and Wednesday:      POT B03 – 10:35-12:35 

mailto:drewheverin2@gmail.com
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Student Learning Outcomes 
By the end of the semester, you should be able to… 

• Understand and adapt the communication (written and oral) process to diverse situations, audiences, 
and purposes. 

• Compose and evaluate academic-level texts, with an emphasis on purpose, research, and clear 
communication. 

• Employ and combine various rhetorical styles and choices in order to compose effective arguments. 
• Compose using all of the elements of the writing process (prewriting, drafting, revising, editing, 

etc.). 
• Be able to compose, organize, evaluate and revise multiple drafts of the same essay. 
• Use advanced academic and discipline-specific vocabulary, grammar, mechanics and sentence 

structure. 
• Write sustained, complex compositions that employ various styles and structures for a clear purpose. 
• Write various types of compositions that are pertinent to the academic discipline of your choice, 

accurately employing the appropriate formal documentation of this field. 
 
Required Material: 

• Hacker & Sommers’ A Writer’s Reference (7th Ed) 
• A Pen and Loose Leaf Paper / Notebook (Everyday.) 
• Access to the Microsoft Office Suite (Campus computers have these programs, but if you are 

having trouble, come talk to me.) 
• Access to a printer 
• A valid email address. 

 
Assignment Sequence and Grading Percentages:        Due Date 
 

25%    Project 1: Personal Totems     7/1  (Draft: 6/24) 
35%    Project 2: Public Visuals     7/29  (Draft: 7/22) 
 
20%   Homework Assignments  
20%    Participation / Attendance 
 

Grading Policy 
Each major project will be evaluated according to a rubric provided to you during each unit.  

These essays will be graded using the following standard academic scale: 
A  90 – 100%:    D  60 – 69%:   

B  80 – 89%:    E / Failure 59% and below:   

C  70 – 79%:     
If an assignment does not meet the minimum required word count or source count, then it will not receive 
a passing grade. 

All other work will be evaluated on a 10 pt. scale (10 = 100%, 9 = 90%, 8 = 80%, etc), unless 
otherwise specified. Your entire grade will be determined using the categories and projects defined above. 
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Please do not ask me what your grade is in the last week of class. Please do not ask me for extra 
credit during the last week of class. If you come to class prepared and put forth an effort to compose high-
level essays, then you should be fine, so try not to worry. 

Late assignments  
Assignments turned in late will not receive full credit. If you have any questions or problems regarding an 
assignment, you must notify me in advance through email or during office hours. This is especially true of 
major assignments. A late Major Project will be reduced one full letter grade for each day that it is not 
turned in. 
 
 
Class Policies:  

English Immersion 
This is, first and foremost, an English class. Therefore, I expect each and every student to communicate in 
English at all times, even in small group activities. Failure to follow this rule will hurt your participation 
grade and your overall grade in the course.  

This is especially important for our section of Writing, as the whole point of this class is to 
prepare you for general coursework at the University of Kentucky (or elsewhere), and all of these courses 
will be taught exclusively in English. Succeeding in these courses will require you to communicate well 
with your classmates and instructors in both written and spoken English, but above even this, all 
successful academic writing, though it may seem disconnected at times, is based in fluent communication.  
A good writer needs to be able to “speak to and with” his audience, so I will be paying special attention to 
this. 

Participation 
This program is focused on the intensive process of learning a second language and on the effective 
communication of one’s ideas in English. As a result, I am looking for both regular and meaningful 
contributions from everyone in the class.  

Each day, your participation will be assessed on using a , +, - scale. Active participation 
will be rewarded, but if you are not engaged or are disruptive, it will be noted as well. If I become aware 
that you are off in “la-la land” or are uninterested in the class, it will affect your grade.  So will showing 
up to class unprepared (without your reading material and/or notebook, etc.). If the class isn’t gaining 
from your being there, than why should I reward you for simply being present? However, those students 
that are ready to contribute will be rewarded for their involvement in the class. 

To put it more clearly, meaningful participation is fully participating in the class discussions, the 
small group work, and the writing assignments that comprise each day’s lesson. If we are to improve in 
our communicative and composition skills in English, than we need to work at it. It benefits you, and the 
class as a whole, to come ready to contribute each and every day.  

Respect:  
In this course, you are encouraged to share your ideas and opinions in class, and this can be 
difficult to do when other people are talking and/or interrupting you. So, make sure that you are 
polite and that you respect your classmates’ participation and their individual opinions. This 
should “go without saying,” but I want to remind you that this is very important. 

Along these lines, please do not use your cell phone during class to text, chat, check e-mail, 
etc. It is rude and disrespectful toward the whole class.  
 Cellular phones must either be turned off or on silent upon entering the classroom.   
 If you must use your phone due to an emergency, please ask to be excused before 

answering or making a phone call.  
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 Smart phones can be accessed for reference only (for a dictionary or thesaurus), but that 
should be the only thing that they are used for. 

Attendance 
Success in this course will be strongly linked to in-class assignments and participation. You are 
here to learn the English language so that you may move on to an American university (or 
whatever your plans may be). Therefore, attendance will be taken every single day.  
 Tests cannot be made up unless you can provide a valid excuse (a doctor’s note, etc.). 
 You can miss up to 3 days without an excuse, but after that, your grade will suffer. For 

every day that you miss after the first three, the best possible grade that you can receive 
in this class will be reduced by 5%. 

 After 6 days absence, you will unfortunately fail this course.  This covers either excused 
or unexcused absences, so make sure to come to class every day – just in case. 

 

Excused Absences 
The University defines the following as acceptable reasons for excused absences: 

• Serious Illness 
• Illness or Death of a Family Member 
• University-Related Trips 
• Major Religious Holidays (Except for Lent or Ramadan, which extend for a month-long period or 

more) 
• Other Circumstances the Instructor finds to be “Reasonable Cause for Nonattendance”. 

 

If you miss class for any of these reasons, you should get documentation (like a doctor’s note) and present 
it the next time that you attend class.  If you miss for any reason not mentioned above, your absence will 
be marked as unexcused.   

For any absence (excused or not), please come talk to me during my office hours to find out what you 
missed.  I want to make sure that you get the most out of these courses, so please feel free to come talk 
with me at any time. 

Tardiness 
Students who are 10 minutes late to class will be marked absent for that day. These absences will become 
an unexcused absence, weighing against your total number of unexcused absences. If a quiz occurs when 
you are not in class, you can only make it up if you have a valid excuse for your tardiness. So be prepared 
and on time! 
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TOEFL Score Ranges for Advancement and Completion of ESL Program 
(The Grade and TOEFL must be earned within the same 8-week session) 

***Criteria for passing to next level*** 

LEVEL ENTRANCE MICHIGAN 
PLACEMENT TEST 

PASS (8 WEEKS) 
** PART-TIME passes on TOEFL only** PASS (4 WEEKS) 

1 0-45 
TOEFL 400 TOEFL 400 
Grade of B 

B with minimum 377 
C with minimum of 377 

2 46-64 
TOEFL 427 

TOEFL 427 B with minimum 377 
C with minimum 400 

3 65-79 
TOEFL 450 

TOEFL 450 B with minimum 400 

C with minimum 427 

4 80-89 
TOEFL 477 

TOEFL 477 B with minimum 427 
C with minimum 450 

5 90-100 

To Level 6: 
TOEFL 500 

TOEFL 500 B with minimum 450 
C with minimum 477 

6 94-100 
  (when available) Refer to table below for passing to Academic Programs 

      

 

 
 
 

  From Levels 5 & 6 to Academic Programs 
To Undergraduate Programs: 

TOEFL 527  (or)  iBT  71;  IELTS 6.0 
B with minimum of TOEFL 500 with Recommendation Letter (no IELTS) 

      
To Graduate Programs: 

TOEFL 550  (or)  iBT  79;  IELTS 6.5 
B with minimum of TOEFL 527 with Recommendation Letter (no IELTS) 

      
For Certificate of Successful Completion of ESL Program: 

C with minimum of TOEFL 527 (no IELTS) 
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PARTICIPATION RUBRIC 
 

The following rubric will be used to help you succeed in our class.  Your Participation Grade 
will be determined using these guidelines as a rubric.  If you have any questions, please ask me 
in class or through email. 
 

+ 

• High level of preparation (i.e., homework always completed, actively participates by 
taking notes and asking relevant, specific questions, etc.).  

• Answers when called on and/or volunteers to answer open questions (not directed at 
anyone).  

• Respectful of other students.  
• Actively contributes to group work and encourages other group members to contribute.  

 

• Regular preparation (i.e., homework is usually completed, regularly takes notes and asks 
questions). 

• Attempts to answer questions when called on and usually gives an answer that, even if it 
is not right on, points in the right direction. 

• Respectful of other students. 
• Usually contributes to group work and usually encourages other group members to 

contribute. 

- 

• Prepares sometimes (i.e., does some homework, takes some notes and asks a question or 
two). 

• When called on usually does not know the answer and does not put much effort into 
giving one. 

• Not always respectful to other students. 

0 
• When called on, does not know the answer and does not put effort into giving one. 
• Not respectful of other students. 
• Poor participation. 
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Public Visuals  
Project 2 

 
In the last essay, we as a group sought to understand our individual identities 

through an item that we found to be symbolically important.  The true value of these 
totems was often hidden behind the physical blemishes and perceptual assumptions that 
cloud the view of those who are not familiar with the item’s significance.  In this next 
project, we will explore this unfamiliar perspective in more detail by moving from our 
own personal totems to more public symbols.   

In Project Two, we are going to look into the public images that are carefully 
crafted to evoke reactions and educate the public in subtle ways.  The personal items that 
we keep for private reasons, the totems we explored earlier in this term, often require us 
to explain and “educate” those around us as to their significance, to tell people why this 
item is so important.  The public visuals that we will look into now, on the other hand, 
effect all of us that are members of the community in ways that often go unexplained or 
unexamined.  They teach us what we need to know without having to explain the 
message, while still hiding some information that may be important.  In this project, we 
will focus on how the visuals (billboards, ads, etc.) which surround us influence what we 
"know" or "think we know" about ourselves and our community.   

There is no denying that we live in a visual culture.  However, we do not 
frequently investigate these elements or realize that we are being influenced by what we 
see. Becoming a skilled interpreter of such visuals and clearly articulating those 
interpretations are key skills to possess in the twenty-first century, both in an American 
university curriculum and outside of it.  

Interpreting the visual culture we live in is a daunting task, so for our project, we 
will narrow in on one image each.  Choose a visual that is meant for public display. This 
could be a work 
of art, a poster, an 
advertisement, a 
bumper sticker, a 
sculpture, or a 
graffiti-ridden 
wall – you get the 
idea.  The visual 
you select will be 
the central focus 
of this project.  
You will be 
expected to spend 
a great deal of 
time analyzing it, 
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so choose one that you find provocative, interesting, or "attention grabbing" in some way.  
The image you choose will be subject to my approval, but I'm pretty easy-going, and you 
will have a lot of freedom to choose a visual that suits you.   

In writing this essay, you will need to investigate the intended audience of this 
image, the message that is imparted, the limitations imposed on the visual by both its 
medium and its context (intentionally or not), and the overall impact of your chosen 
image.  You will explore what this image conveys as well as what it ignores. This essay 
should be an investigation of the visual, the context that surrounds it, and its impact on 
the community at large. To put it simply, you will need to analyze every aspect of this 
public visual. 

In addition to interpreting the images around us, another goal of this project is to 
provide an introduction to critical thinking, effective source use, analytical reading, and 
audience awareness.  As we attempt to critically engage with a public visual, these are 
important skills to develop and apply to your essay. 

 
 

Prompt: 
We often assume that education is something that happens in school, but really we are 
being educated all of the time.  When we talk to people, read an article on the internet, 
watch TV, or even simply go for a walk around the block, we take in information and 
make deductions based on that information, even if we are not aware of it.  Consider the 
visual you have chosen to be a teaching tool, because it really is.   

Once you have chosen a public visual to investigate, consider these questions as 
you start to formulate a plan for this essay: 

• What purposes could this particular visual serve?  Why would someone 
choose to display it?  Who might choose to display it?   

• What effect(s) might it have on the viewer?  Why? Who do you think the 
target audience is and why?   

• Since the visual has physical boundaries, what does it leave out? (Think of 
looking at a picture of the desert versus actually being in the desert.)  Are 
these exclusions troubling?  Why/why not?   

• Finally, what are the implications of this visual?  What sort of “education” 
does it provide its viewers, and what do you think of this message?  

 

These are questions that you should consider as you write your essay, but you should, 
first and foremost, attempt to grasp the issues implied by this collection and not focus on 
each question alone.  Gaining an understanding of the essay topic as a whole is something 
we will work on as a class, but this is also something you should work toward on your 
own. 
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Guidelines  
Write a minimum of 1,600 words, using MLA style (This is about five pages total.).  
Drafts will be due on July 22nd, and the final draft will be due on July 29th.   
 
 
 

Evidence 
In American academic writing, we attempt use sources to provide factual information, 
alternative points of view, examples and to establish authority for the writer.  And you 
will need to use at least 3 sources in this way to complete this essay.  At least one of 
these sources should be a peer-reviewed article from the library databases.  Other 
possible sources include interviews, news articles and other media.  Websites are okay 
but think critically about the material on a website before deciding to use it.  

Also, keep track of where you acquired the visual you choose because you will 
need to cite it in your paper (we will discuss this process in class).  This will constitute 
your fifth source. 

 
Evaluation 
This essay will make up 35% of your final grade (or 50% for those in Summer B only).  I 
will evaluate essays according to the rubric provided to you and discussed in class.  Essays that 
do not meet the length expectation will not receive a grade higher than a “C-”.  

Late Work 
Your final paper will be submitted electronically (with all accompanying material) by 
5:00 PM on July 29th.  Late papers will not be accepted.     
 
Folder Components 
For this project, I will need the following items turned in with your final hard copy: 

- Your Final Draft 
- A Final Revision of your 2nd Rough Draft 
- An Outline of your Project  
- Completed Evaluation Forms for any Internet sources (C.R.A.A.P.). 
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Instructor: Drew (Donald) Heverin     Office: 1318 P.O.T. 
Email: drewheverin2@gmail.com     Office Phone: 257-7055 
Office Hours: TR 12:45 – 1:30     Dept. Phone: 257-7002 

 and by appointment     Mailbox: 1245 P.O.T. 
 
 
Course Objectives: 
After completing this course, you should be able to sufficiently use and understand a number of 
grammatical elements in the English language, including the following: verb tenses, questions, 
nouns/pronouns, adjectives, articles, passive, modals, comparisons, prepositions, and adjective 
clauses. In order to learn these things, you will be expected to do the following: 
 Students will participate in all class discussions 
 Students will come to class prepared with all assignments completed. 
 Students will complete in-class writing assignments and exams, when asked to. 

 
 
Required Material: 

• Bland’s Grammar Sense 3 (2nd Ed) 
• A Pen and Loose Leaf Paper / Notebook (Everyday.) 
• A valid email address. 

 
 

Tuesday and Thursday:    Dickey Hall 129 – 8:00 – 10:05 

mailto:drewheverin2@gmail.com


Grammar 4A 
Summer 2012  

2 | P a g e  
 

Grading Percentages:  
 
30%   Homework Assignments  
35%  Tests and Final Exam 
10%  Final Exam 
25%    Participation / Attendance 

Grading Policy 
Each major project will be evaluated according to a rubric provided to you during each unit.  

These essays will be graded using the following standard academic scale: 
A  90 – 100%:    D  60 – 69%:   

B  80 – 89%:    E / Failure 59% and below:   

C  70 – 79%:     
If an assignment does not meet the minimum required word count or source count, then it will not receive 
a passing grade. 

All other work will be evaluated on a 10 pt. scale (10 = 100%, 9 = 90%, 8 = 80%, etc), unless 
otherwise specified. Your entire grade will be determined using the categories and projects defined above. 

Please do not ask me what your grade is in the last week of class. Please do not ask me for extra 
credit during the last week of class. If you come to class prepared and put forth an effort to compose high-
level essays, then you should be fine, so try not to worry. 

Late assignments  
Assignments turned in late will not receive full credit. If you have any questions or problems regarding an 
assignment, you must notify me in advance through email or during office hours. This is especially true of 
unit exams. A missed exam or quiz can only be “made up” if you have a valid excuse for missing that 
day’s class.   
 
 
Class Policies:  

English Immersion: 
This is, first and foremost, an English class. Therefore, I expect each and every student to communicate in 
English at all times, even in small group activities. Failure to follow this rule will hurt your participation 
grade and your overall grade in the course.  

This is important even in a Grammar course, as the whole point of this program is to allow you to 
communicate in the English-speaking world beyond these four walls and this group of students. By the 
end of this course, you should be able to communicate confidently to anyone and about most subjects, 
without worrying about grammatical issues.  As a result, I will be paying special attention to this. 

Participation: 
This program is focused on the intensive process of learning a second language and on the effective 
communication of one’s ideas in English. As a result, I am looking for both regular and meaningful 
contributions from everyone in the class.  

Each day, your participation will be assessed on using a , +, - scale. Active participation 
will be rewarded, but if you are not engaged or are disruptive, it will be noted as well. If I become aware 
that you are off in “la-la land” or are uninterested in the class, it will affect your grade.  So will showing 
up to class unprepared (without your reading material and/or notebook, etc.). If the class isn’t gaining 
from your being there, than why should I reward you for simply being present? However, those students 
that are ready to contribute will be rewarded for their involvement in the class. 
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To put it more clearly, meaningful participation is fully participating in the class discussions, the 
small group work, and the writing assignments that comprise each day’s lesson. If we are to improve in 
our communicative and composition skills in English, than we need to work at it. It benefits you, and the 
class as a whole, to come ready to contribute each and every day.  

Respect:  
In this course, you are encouraged to share your ideas and opinions in class, and this can be 
difficult to do when other people are talking and/or interrupting you. So, make sure that you are 
polite and that you respect your classmates’ participation and their individual opinions. This 
should “go without saying,” but I want to remind you that this is very important. 

Along these lines, please do not use your cell phone during class to text, chat, check e-mail, 
etc. It is rude and disrespectful toward the whole class.  
 Cellular phones must either be turned off or on silent upon entering the classroom.   
 If you must use your phone due to an emergency, please ask to be excused before 

answering or making a phone call.  
 Smart phones can be accessed for reference only (for a dictionary or thesaurus), but that 

should be the only thing that they are used for. 
Attendance: 

Success in this course will be strongly linked to in-class assignments and participation. You are 
here to learn the English language so that you may move on to an American university (or 
whatever your plans may be). Therefore, attendance will be taken every single day.  
 Tests cannot be made up unless you can provide a valid excuse (a doctor’s note, etc.). 
 You can miss up to 3 days without an excuse, but after that, your grade will suffer. For 

every day that you miss after the first three, the best possible grade that you can receive 
in this class will be reduced by 5%. 

 After 6 days absence, you will unfortunately fail this course.  This covers either excused 
or unexcused absences, so make sure to come to class every day – just in case. 

 

Excused Absences: 
The University defines the following as acceptable reasons for excused absences: 

• Serious Illness 
• Illness or Death of a Family Member 
• University-Related Trips 
• Major Religious Holidays (Except for Lent or Ramadan, which extend for a month-long period or 

more) 
• Other Circumstances the Instructor finds to be “Reasonable Cause for Nonattendance”. 

 

If you miss class for any of these reasons, you should get documentation (like a doctor’s note) and present 
it the next time that you attend class.  If you miss for any reason not mentioned above, your absence will 
be marked as unexcused.   

For any absence (excused or not), please come talk to me during my office hours to find out what you 
missed.  I want to make sure that you get the most out of these courses, so please feel free to come talk 
with me at any time. 
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Tardiness: 
Students who are 10 minutes late to class will be marked absent for that day. These absences will become 
an unexcused absence, weighing against your total number of unexcused absences. If a quiz occurs when 
you are not in class, you can only make it up if you have a valid excuse for your tardiness. So be prepared 
and on time! 

Plagiarism: 
Plagiarism, the act of taking someone else’s work or idea and claiming it as your own, is 
unacceptable. It will not be tolerated here or at any American university. Plagiarizing will earn 
you a failing grade, and a referral to the director’s office. If you have any questions regarding 
plagiarism, please come and talk with me. (Refer to 6.3.1 in the UK Senate Rule for further 
clarification). While we will not be writing a lot of papers in this class, plagiarism is still 
something that will be taken seriously in this course. 
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PARTICIPATION RUBRIC 
 

The following rubric will be used to help you succeed in our class.  Your Participation Grade 
will be determined using these guidelines as a rubric.  If you have any questions, please ask me 
in class or through email. 
 

+ 

• High level of preparation (i.e., homework always completed, actively participates by 
taking notes and asking relevant, specific questions, etc.).  

• Answers when called on and/or volunteers to answer open questions (not directed at 
anyone).  

• Respectful of other students.  
• Actively contributes to group work and encourages other group members to contribute.  

 

• Regular preparation (i.e., homework is usually completed, regularly takes notes and asks 
questions). 

• Attempts to answer questions when called on and usually gives an answer that, even if it 
is not right on, points in the right direction. 

• Respectful of other students. 
• Usually contributes to group work and usually encourages other group members to 

contribute. 

- 

• Prepares sometimes (i.e., does some homework, takes some notes and asks a question or 
two). 

• When called on usually does not know the answer and does not put much effort into 
giving one. 

• Not always respectful to other students. 

0 
• When called on, does not know the answer and does not put effort into giving one. 
• Not respectful of other students. 
• Poor participation. 
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6/6: Rd 4-8, 11-13, 17-18, 22 

 Do A3, B3-4, C4, D3,4,7, 24-26 

 

6/11: Rd 28-40 

 Do: A3, B3, B4, C3, C4 (A &B), C5 

 

6/13: Rd 41-46, 50-57 

 Do: C6 (A&B), D4, D5 (A), p 47 – Chap 2 

  A3, B4, B5 – Chap 3 

6/18: Rd 58-71, EXAM 

 Do: D2, E2-3, E5, Part 1 Test 

 

6/20: Rd: 78- 

 

6/27 

 

7/2 
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