
 

Instructor: Drew (Donald) Heverin     Office: 1318 P.O.T. 
Email: drewheverin2@gmail.com     Office Phone: 257-7055 
Office Hours: T 12:00-2:00   
           W 11:30-1:30   
           and by appointment 

Course Overview: 
Composition and Communication I is a course in speaking and writing emphasizing critical 

inquiry and research.  Throughout the course, I will encourage you to explore your place in the broader 
community and take a stance on issues of public concern—that is, to begin to view yourself as an 
engaged citizen.  You will engage in reflective thinking and analysis, conduct primary research in the 
community and secondary research using Library resources, and learn how to write and speak 
effectively about a local issue not only for your classmates but also for audiences beyond the classroom.  
A significant component of the class will be learning to use visuals and online resources to enhance 
writing and oral presentations.  Over the course of the semester, class members can expect to work 
independently, with a partner, or with a small group of classmates to investigate, share findings, and 
compose presentations of their research, as well as to practice and evaluate interpersonal and team 
dynamics in action.  
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Student Learning Outcomes 
By the end of the semester, students will be able to   

• Compose written texts and deliver oral presentations that represent a relevant and 
informed point of view appropriate for its audience, purpose, and occasion in an 
environment that reinforces the recursive and generative nature of the composition and 
delivery rehearsal processes. 

• Demonstrate an awareness of strategies that speakers and writers use in different 
communicative situations and media, and in large and small groups; learn to analyze and 
use visuals effectively to augment their oral presentations; to employ invention 
techniques for analyzing and developing arguments; to recognize and address differing 
genre and discourse conventions; and to document their sources appropriately. 

• Find, analyze, evaluate, and properly cite pertinent primary and secondary sources, 
using relevant discovery tools, as part of the process of speech preparation and writing 
process. 

• Develop flexible and effective strategies for organizing, revising, editing, proofreading, 
and practicing/rehearsing to improve the development of their ideas and the 
appropriateness of their expression. 

• Collaborate with peers, the instructor, and librarians to define revision strategies for 
their essays and speeches, to set goals for improving them, and to devise effective plans 
for achieving those goals. 

• Engage in a range of small group activities that allow them to explore and express their 
experiences and perspectives on issues under discussion. 

Required Material 
• University of Kentucky Guide to Oral, Written, and Visual Communication.  Division of Writing, 

Rhetoric, and Digital Media. Boston: Bedford/St. Martin’s, 2011. 
Please note: This online textbook (ehandbook) is designed for this course by the university. It includes 
elements from over seven different textbooks as well as materials for the University of Kentucky. While this 
book is organized to meet the needs of this course, you may use it as a reference in any other UK course in 
which you are asked to provide work in writing, speaking, or visuals as part of your coursework. 

• The Engaged Citizen: A Reader for Composition and Communication.  4th ed.  University of 
Kentucky, Composition and Communication Program, 2011-12.  Cincinnati: Van-Griner, 2011. 

• An Active Library and myUK account (We will be using this weekly.) 
 

Coursework: 
Fair warning, this course will require you to work diligently in order to produce the best essays and 
speeches that you are capable of putting together.  We, as a class, will read both exemplary and amateur 
essays, watch examples of presentations, write multiple drafts, and complete other assignments in route 
to each project’s final drafts. As a result, this course may seem to be overly demanding at times, but I 
ask that you trust that these assignments will help ensure that you leave this class a better writer and 
presenter than you came in, one that is able to tackle any assignment that you encounter throughout 
your time at UK. 
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Assignment Sequence 
Assignment Percentage Due Date 

Project 1: Defining Your Home 

Expository Essay (1500 word) 15% 9/23 

Explication Speech (3-5 min.) 15% 10/3-10/7 

Project 2: Excavating Your Community    
Ignite Speech (5-7 min.) 20% 12/5-12/9 

Research Essay (2,500 word) 20% 12/9 

   
Weekly Assignments  14%  
D.I.Y. Grammar 6%  

Participation 10%  
 

Grading Policy 
Only students who have completed all components of the two major projects are eligible for a passing 
grade in this course. These project assignments will be evaluated according to a rubric provided to you 
and found on the Blackboard site as well as the class Dropbox folder.  If an assignment does not meet 
the minimum required word count or source count, then it will not receive a passing grade. 

Each essay will be evaluated according to the rubric provided on Canvas. All Major Projects will 
be marked using the following scale: 
 

A 90-100% D 60-69% 
B 80-89% E 59% and below 

C 70%-79%   
All other work will be evaluated on a 4pt scale (4 = 90-100%, 3.5= 80-90%, 3=70-80%, etc), unless 
otherwise specified. There will be no final exam due to the intensive composition work involved 
throughout the semester.  Your entire grade will be determined using the categories and projects 
defined above.  

Project Submissions 
Electronic copies (.doc or .docx only) of your major projects should be submitted electronically via 
Blackboard by 5:00 PM on the date it is due.  I will use the arrival time-stamp as a marker of 
whether you turned the essay in on time.  I require that all papers be sent electronically so I can verify 
any questionable formatting or material if necessary, but you MUST hand in a hard copy to receive 
credit for the paper. 

A Hard copy should be brought to class the following day in a designated folder.  This folder will 
include all peer-review material and drafts, along with a polished final draft.  The contents included in 
these folders will be listed on the project prompts, for easy reference.   
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You should note that to receive credit for this course, you must meet all minimum requirements 
for each major project. In this class, that means that all final drafts must meet the designated page 
length in order to get a passing grade.   

Peer Review and Group Workshop 
A peer review session will be part of each project in this class.  For these sessions, each student is 
expected to provide feedback on their classmates’ work.  These workshops are a vital chance for you to 
develop an idea, gain a better sense of your audience, or simply polish your draft.  But in order to do 
this, you need to approach these class periods in a collaborative spirit.  You are responsible for bringing 
the copies of your classmates’ work that you have reviewed.  This in-class revision is important to each 
class member’s development as a writer and speaker, so I take this very seriously.  If you are not 
prepared, I will give you a zero for the assignment and for the day’s participation. 

 

Assessment 
Each Composition and Communication student will be required to complete a pre-test at the beginning 
of the semester and a post-test at the end of the semester for assessment purposes. You can find these 
surveys at the following link: http://comm.uky.edu/courses/CC1/survey. You will also receive an email 
reminder with a link for the surveys. The pre-test will be open during the first two weeks of the semester 
and the post-test will be open during the last two weeks of the semester. You will receive 2% of your 
final course grade for completing them.   

Reading Comments 
Being prepared is crucial for successful participation in this class, so I will require you to comment on 3 
features of each reading assignment and bring this to class to help in our discussion of the work.  In 
order to get the most out of these readings, you should be actively trying to delve into the meaning of 
the text as well as the stylistic and rhetorical elements of these pieces.  These comments can be 
questions that you had while reading, rhetorical appeals that worked, stylistic choices that seemed 
effective, etc.  Generally, I am looking for active engagement with these texts, reflected in the depth of 
thought in your comments, so bear this in mind.  Use the following chart to help guide you in 
approaching these reading assignments. 

 

General Comments These should react to the content of the reading:  What did you 
think of the thesis of this piece? Do you agree or disagree with what 
is being said? What thoughts did you have while reading this? And 
Why? 

Rhetorical/Stylistic Comment As we develop appreciation for rhetorical and stylistic choices in 
our own communication, these comments will become more 
important.  But I do want you to look into these elements from the 
start.  What distinguishes the writing itself in this piece from other 
pieces?  What stylistic features are noteworthy? How is the central 
thesis argued? What makes this piece exemplary?  And Why? 

Intertextual Comment These comments should place the reading in context with the 
current project or with other readings that we have done for this 
course.  This is a chance to put the readings “in conversation” with 
other essays as well as your own writing. 

 

http://comm.uky.edu/courses/CC1/survey
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I will collect these responses periodically but will assign points daily based on a spot check.  This is 
mandatory for all assigned reading, unless I say otherwise.  

D.I.Y. Grammar 
As a mean to ensure that we review and expand on our knowledge of the mechanics of the English 
language in both speaking and writing, I will be asking you to work in a small group to teach a 10-15 
minute grammar lesson to your classmates. In putting together your presentation, you should consider 
the best means to get the core concepts across while keeping the class interested, so creativity and 
preparation are both essential to this project. These lessons will be scheduled at a later point in the 
semester.  But don’t worry, I will give you plenty of time to get ready and help in any way that you need. 

Quizzes 
Though I would prefer not to assign quizzes on a regular basis, I reserve the right to assess your completion of 
any assigned readings through a pop quiz. These will be counted toward your Assignment grade for the class and 
will be graded on a scale of 1-10. If the class is actively engaged in discussing the daily assignments, then this 
should not be a concern.  

 Late Assignments 
Your assignments for this course, including speeches, essays, journals, and informal assignments, are due on the 
dates indicated in the class outline below or as indicated in class. Late assignments are not accepted.  This is 
strictly enforced.  All major assignments must be posted on Blackboard, which applies a date/time stamp to them.  
You may request (in advance) one two-day extension of the due date on the final draft of a major written 
assignment.  If you would like to take this option, please send me an email at least 48 hours before the final draft 
is due. 

Late assignments are not accepted at all unless a two-day extension has been requested and approved in 
advance of the deadline.  If you are absent on a day when an assignment is due, your speech is scheduled, or an 
exam is given, you will be allowed to hand in or make-up that work only if the absence is officially excused.  

Homework Submissions 
Throughout the course of this class, you will be asked to complete multiple assignments as part of the major 
projects and daily work.  All assignments should be typed and printed using black ink unless otherwise specified.  
Be sure you have these materials at your disposal as running out of paper or ink is not an excuse for not handing 
in work and printed work that is too light to read will not be accepted.   

As I am aware that printer problems can crop up at the worst possible moment, I will accept some 
homework assignments via email.  If you need to take advantage of this, please inform me of the issue and email 
me the assignment before class.  Each student is allotted 5 electronic submissions for the semester, after that all 
work will be counted late.   

Course Policies: 
We will have a good time this semester, and there will be a great deal of give and take in our 

discussions. But we will only have fun if you conduct yourself with respect for yourself and others. In 
order to get the most out of class as well as enjoy the time we spend together, I expect you to do the 
following: 

1. Come to class prepared (do all reading and come prepared to discuss it; do all homework) 
and take pride in the work you do 

2. Offer support and encouragement to your classmates 
3. Listen to others carefully before offering your own opinion 
4. Talk to me outside of class if anything that happens during class bothers you.  
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In order to maintain a productive work environment, I expect you to refrain from eating, sleeping, 
reading irrelevant materials, talking once class is in session unless asked to do so, and entering the 
classroom late or leaving early without permission. Students who engage in behavior so disruptive that it is 
impossible to conduct class may be directed to leave for the remainder of the class period. See the UKY's Code 
of Student Conduct for further information on prohibited conduct: 
http://www.uky.edu/StudentAffairs/Code/part1.html. 

 

Attendance and Participation 
Since discussion will be an integral part of the course, you must be prepared for class, on time, and offer 
productive comments based on the assigned readings.  Preparation involves not only reading but also 
making notes about the reading so that you are prepared to discuss issues in depth.  (I reserve the right 
to add quizzes to the class agenda if too many class members appear to be unprepared.)  

Absences 
You can accrue three unexcused absences without penalty on a MWF schedule (or two unexcused 
absences on a TTh schedule), but your final course grade will be reduced by a half letter grade for each 
unexcused absence thereafter.  To receive an excused absence, you must provide official documentation; 
if for a sponsored University activity (such as intercollegiate athletics), documentation must be 
provided in advance. The University Senate and the Division of Writing, Rhetoric, and Digital Media set 
a limit on total absences—both excused and unexcused—at 1/5th of the total class meetings.  This 
means that you are only allowed 9 absences total throughout the entire semester.  So be careful. Almost 
every semester, a student fails simply because of poor attendance, but with careful attention, this is 
preventable.  

Should you miss a class, whether excused or not, you should attempt to discover what happened 
while you were gone.  I encourage you to talk with both me and your fellow students (but at least one of 
us) to find out what you missed and what assignments need to be made up.  This is your responsibility, 
but I am happy to help in whatever way I can. 

Tardiness 
Students who are 10 minutes late on a MWF schedule (or 15 minutes late on a TTh schedule) will be 
marked absent for the day.  That absence will become an unexcused absence, weighing against your 
total number of unexcused absences, if you cannot provide proper documentation.  If a quiz occurs, you 
can only make it up if you have a valid, documented excuse for your tardiness.  So be prepared and on 
time! 

Participation 
This class is focused on the continual process that is composition and on the effective communication of 
one’s ideas, through your own work and those of both professional writers and fellow students.  As a 
result, I am looking for both regular and meaningful contributions from everyone in the class.   

Each day, your participation will be assessed on a sliding scale: you will begin each class with 2 
points, with a full 4 points being possible.  Active and significant participation will be rewarded, but if 
you are not engaged or are disruptive, it will be noted as well.  If I become aware that you are off in la-la 
land or are disinterested in the discussion, it will cost you a point for each instance.  Showing up to class 
unprepared (without your reading material and/or notebook, etc.) will immediately result in a 
participation grade of 1 point, with room to move further down.  If the class isn’t gaining from your 
being there, than why should I reward you for simply being present?  That being said, those students 
willing to come to class ready to contribute, however, will be pleased with their grade at term’s end. 
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To put it a little more plainly, I see meaningful participation as fully taking part in class 
discussions, small group work, and in-class writing that comprise each day’s lesson.  Because this 
course is intended to build a classroom community, I look for everyone to be effectively engaged in 
order to ensure a great class.  If we are to improve in our communicative and composition skills, than 
we need to work at it.  It benefits you, and the class as a whole, to come ready to contribute each and 
every day. 

Electronic Devices 
Unless I say otherwise, the use of cell phones, laptops, and any other electronic paraphernalia is 
prohibited in my class.  If you are texting or surfing the net, I will give you a zero on 
participation for the day. Also, I may not tell you to put the device away, but mark you absent after 
class.  I hate to put it so bluntly, but I get extremely annoyed by the distraction caused by these devices.   

The Modern Classroom: 
The modern classroom offers both a great deal of opportunity and a wide array of problems that 

may crop up.  In our course, for instance, we will make use of a variety of programs that are intended to 
make the class more productive but can cause problems.  We will also strive to be inclusive in the topics 
and audiences that we deal with in the course of this semester, but in doing that, we will need to be 
careful to balance the specificity of one’s topic with the need to address a diverse group of readers and 
listeners.  These issues are things that we will work on as the semester progresses, but here are some 
course policies that will set the parameters of our classroom. 

The Schedule and Class Handouts 
Though I try to set forward a daily schedule to help you balance the work in this class with other demands on your 
time, it may change throughout the semester. Though I will try to inform you of any changes, you will be 
responsible for checking the online syllabus and project schedules before beginning your homework for each of 
our class meetings for any changes or updates. I will post all handouts and major assignments, along with the 
schedule, on Blackboard and in the class folder on Dropbox. If you lose an assignment page or handout, you are 
expected to get a copy from these locations rather than from me.  

Document Submissions 
You will be submitting quite a few assignments through either Blackboard, Dropbox or through 

email, so I will ask that you follow a simple template in naming all of your documents.  All files should 
be saved using the following format:   

 

“Last Name – Assignment Name- Mon/Day/Year(date of submission).docx”. 
 

I ask you to do this in order to help me keep track of your work and assign credit where credit is due.  It 
will also help you and your classmates work cooperatively through peer review sessions and 
collaborative efforts.  This naming template should be applied to both electronically submitted 
homework and project drafts.  If you are confused about the assignment name, please consult the daily 
schedule or ask me. 
 

In addition to naming your electronic files, I ask that everything submitted for grading be accessible 
using the Microsoft Office Suite.  While you may type your work in a variety of word processing 
programs, all work submitted to me be accessible using MS Word or Power Point.  That means all 
files should be .doc or .docx or .ppt or .pptx files.  If you have questions about this, come see me 
or consult tech support.  I will not accept any work that does not come in these file formats. 
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Blackboard 
The daily schedule may change during the semester. You will be responsible for checking the online 
syllabus and schedule before beginning your homework for each of our class meetings for any changes 
or updates. I will post all major assignments here and on Blackboard. If you lose an assignment page or 
handout, you are expected to get a copy from the website or Blackboard rather than from me. In 
general, all assignments will require a title, your name, my name, and the date, but this is particularly 
important for items posted to Blackboard. You are responsible for keeping back-up (I recommend 
several) copies of all your work since electronic texts can be lost.  Copies of work can be saved in the 
“Content Collection” area of your Blackboard account.  You are also responsible for checking to make 
sure that your assignments are posted to Blackboard on time, in the right location, and in the right 
format.   

Dropbox 
Along with Blackboard, I ask that each student make use of the online file storage system Dropbox.  I 
will invite each student to join this program/web services individually, and it will become a vital 
program in this course for a variety of activities.  This program, if used correctly, allows users an online 
storage place for files while providing an excellent virtual arena for collaborative work, an important 
part of this class. While I will explain the various aspects of this program as the term progresses, I 
encourage you to explore this site, as well as Blackboard and MS Office, in order to get a sense of how to 
successfully use these programs and save yourself from problems later as assignments come due. 
 

Echo360 
One of the most difficult aspects of a course that incorporate public presentations is the fair assessment 
of your individual speeches.  With essays, I am able to devote my undivided attention to your work and 
make sure that you are mastering the material because I can review your writing multiple times.  You 
too can get a sense of how your essay comes across to your intended audience through reflectively 
reading over your own drafts and revising them as need be.  In order to bridge this gap between written 
and spoken communication, the university has installed a camera and the Echo360 program to record 
your presentations.  This program allows you to review your formal presentations and speech rehearsals 
(in order to improve on your public presentation skills), permits me the ability to review and fairly 
grade these same speeches free from the distractions of class, and allows the university a chance to 
“assess” the effectiveness of the WRD 110 course.  Throughout the term, I will make all rehearsal and 
speech day recordings available to you under the “Class Capture” tab.  This will allow you to see your 
own presentation from the perspective of your audience, if you should so choose. If you have any 
questions about this, please feel free to ask me, and I will try to answer your concerns. 
 

Email Correspondence 
As your instructor, I am happy to correspond with you on a regular basis about your writing projects, 
giving advice on everything from formatting to topic selection.  I would prefer to discuss these things 
during office hours but will happily respond to emails or chat with you via Google Talk, within limits.  I 
only check my email from 8 AM to 8 PM Sunday through Friday.  If you send a message outside 
of these times, I will not respond until the following day.  Despite these restrictions, I really do enjoy 
helping students through any issues that may arise, but I have to impose these limits for my own sanity.  
I hope you understand. 
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Finally, because this course is designed to prepare you for a successful academic career and 
possibly beyond, a portion of your Participation grade will also be determined by the professionalism 
you exhibit in class-related communication, especially e-mail correspondence.  
 

Online Conferences 
As the writing process benefits greatly from feedback, I will require that you conference with me before 
the submission of a final draft in each unit.  On one occasion, I will call for a face-to-face meeting, but 
for the remaining projects, an online conference will be available.  Using Google Talk and a coordinated 
time, I will correspond with those that prefer this option.  This is a free program, available at 
www.google.com/talk/ or through Gmail.   

Gender and Pronoun Reference 
It is no longer customary to use the masculine pronoun for cases of indefinite pronoun reference, e.g., 
"When a professor grades papers, he is often swayed by a student's degree of effort." Instead, style 
books recommend changing pronouns to the plural form, e.g., "When professors grade papers, they are 
often swayed by a student's degree of effort." Some call this practice "gender-fair language." Others just 
call it good sense. Regardless of the reason, it is standard procedure in professional settings and this 
class to be mindful of the rhetorical correctness of gender-neutral pronouns.  

Technical Difficulties 
As no technology is perfect, problems may arise from time to time as we employ a variety of computer 
programs and devices to compose our essays.  As I am not very techno-savvy and cannot account for all 
of the difficulties that you may encounter while using these programs, it is your responsibility to learn 
the proper usage and find advice when you cannot get something to work.  I am available to offer 
whatever help I can, but you will need to be ready to find a solution on your own.   

This is another way to say that I will not accept technology issues as an excuse for missing 
deadlines, etc.  To counteract these issues, I recommend that you give yourself plenty of time to become 
familiar with all of the programs that we will be making use of on a regular basis.  I will take time in 
class to go over these programs and cover anything that the class as a whole may be having difficulty 
with, but it is your responsibility to know how to navigate these sites and use these programs.  If you are 
having issues, you may want to visit The Hub in the basement of WT Young Library or call (859) 219-
HELP for the Information Technology Customer Service Center.  If you do encounter any problems with 
the technology that we use in this course, please let me know as soon as possible.  I will help in any way 
I can and offer accommodations when needed. 

Academic Integrity: 
While I should hope that it goes without saying, there are some issues that are cut and dry.  I expect all 
students to treat each other with respect.  This includes both interpersonal communication within the 
classroom, extracurricular email, and the respect due to your audience in submitting original work that 
represents your own ideas.  This is very important to the development of a community of writers and 
presenters in the class and is just good practice. 

Plagiarism  
Part II of Student Rights and Responsibilities states that all academic work‚ written or otherwise‚ 
submitted by students to their instructors or other academic supervisors‚ is expected to be the result of 
their own thought‚ research‚ or self–expression. See section 6.3.1; online at 
http://www.uky.edu/StudentAffairs/Code/Section%20VI.pdf 

In cases where students feel unsure about a question of plagiarism involving their work‚ they 
should come consult with me on the matter before submission. When students submit work purporting 

http://www.google.com/talk/
http://www.uky.edu/StudentAffairs/Code/Section%20VI.pdf


WRD 110-010 
Fall 2011 

10 | P a g e  
 

to be their own‚ but which in any way borrows ideas‚ organization‚ wording or anything else from 
another source without appropriate acknowledgment of the fact‚ the students are guilty of plagiarism.  

Plagiarism includes reproducing someone else's work‚ whether it be a published article‚ a 
chapter of a book‚ a paper from a friend, or another source, including the Internet. Plagiarism also 
includes the practice of employing or allowing another person to alter or revise the work which a 
student submits as his/her own‚ whoever that other person may be. Plagiarism is not limited solely to 
written tests either. It also includes using someone else’s work during an oral presentation without 
properly citing that work in the form of an oral footnote. 

Whenever you use outside sources or information‚ you must carefully acknowledge exactly what‚ 
where and how you have employed them. If the words of someone else are used‚ you must put quotation 
marks around the passage in question and add an appropriate indication of its origin. Plagiarism also 
includes making simple changes while leaving the organization‚ content and phrasing intact. However‚ 
nothing in these Rules shall apply to those ideas which are so generally and freely circulated as to be a 
part of the public domain.  

You may discuss assignments among yourselves or with me or a tutor‚ but when the actual work 
is done‚ it must be done by you‚ and you alone unless the assignment has been designed to be conducted 
with a partner or a small group of classmates. All work submitted must be new, original work.  You may 
not submit work you have produced for another purpose or class, including a previous CIS or WRD 110 
course.  
 

Non-Discrimination Policy: 
I wish to remind each student that a university campus should be a safe place for everyone to 

openly discuss their opinions and ideas without fear of harassment.  Because of this, I expect each and 
every member of the class to treat with tolerance ideas discussed from a variety of perspectives.  I 
respect the dignity of every person and will not allow discrimination against anyone based on religion, 
age, disability, ethnic origin, race, gender, marital status, or sexual orientation.  Having said that, a 
university is still a place of discussion, so while I will not permit discrimination on any bases, nor will I 
permit intolerant or disrespectful opinions to be voiced.  If you believe something, you need to be able 
to argue for it, providing evidence to support your opinions. 

Students with Special Needs 
If you are registered with the Disability Resource Center (DRC) and require special 

accommodations to complete the work for this course, you must produce a letter from the DRC that 
details what you need before I can grant you these accommodations.  Special accommodations cannot 
be granted retroactively.  This is a non-negotiable class policy.  Please contact the DRC at (859) 257-
2754 if you have questions about your eligibility for special accommodations. 

Resources: 
The campus offers a wide array of resources for students.  Whether you are looking to get a job after you 
graduate, searching for a place to do community service, or just have concerns about what is going on in 
class or on campus, these resources are there to help you out.  In this class, there are four resources that 
should come into play as you progress through this term.  These four resources offer services, or may 
offer advice, that will help you craft your essays and presentations from start to finish.  So please take 
advantage of these. 

The Writing Center: 
The Writing Center is located in W. T. Young Library, Thomas D. Clark Study, 5th Floor, West Wing 
(phone: 257-1368).  You can walk in or make an appointment online (http://web.as.uky.edu/oxford/). 
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The staff can help you identify and correct problems with all aspects of your writing as well as work with 
you on visual design.  

The Multimodal Communication Lab: 
If you have additional problems with your speaking, you may also go to the Multimodal Communication 
Lab in 106 Grehan (phone: 859-257-8370).  I recommend that you consider going to either location if 
you feel stuck at any stage of the communication process.   

 

Remember: The Writing Center and Multimodal Communication Lab staff are there to help 
you develop your ideas or improve your process; they are not an editing service.  The most fruitful trips 
come when you have a specific problem in mind, not when you go in for a quick grammar check or 
advice on your composition as a whole. 

My Office Hours:  
All your instructors hold office hours, which means you can usually stop by without an appointment to 
ask questions or go over some of your work.  This one-on-one help is invaluable!  When you come to my 
office hours, we can discuss a paper topic, research strategies, revision options, and various ways to 
improve your writing.  If my office hours do not fit with your schedule, let me know.  We can arrange a 
different meeting time.   

Other Students: 
A vital resource for any student is those people that are around them.  For this reason, we will have 
regular peer review sessions in the classroom, but you aren’t limited to these structured classes.  From 
having your roommate read over your essay for grammar errors and argument strength to simply 
bouncing ideas off of your friends over lunch as you prepare a speech, composition and communication 
are as much communal acts as they are individual expressions.  Be careful though, you are still creating 
your own material, so do not let another student take over your paper, altering it beyond recognition.  
The work you produce should be your own.  
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The Contractual Nature of the Syllabus:   
Your inclusion in the class roll constitutes an implied agreement to abide by the policies 

specified here or to accept the consequences of not doing so.  Please do not ask me to change the 
syllabus.  Changes may be made, as we will need to adjust to the interests of the class, making room for 
discussions that are too good to let slide and speeding past issues that bore us.  If I do change the 
syllabus though, I promise to do it to your benefit and with your consent.   

You are responsible for coming prepared to each class, ready to add to each day in a meaningful 
way.  If you do not come prepared to class, you will hinder your success in both the class and in 
academic writing.  You should remember that both writing and public speaking are crafts that need to 
be practiced.  It is in the attempts that one improves, so not preparing for each day’s class and 
completing each written assignment is detrimental to you above and beyond the course goals stated 
here. 

As the success of this course requires a cooperative effort, I too will treat this syllabus as a 
contract.  In that vein, I have my own responsibilities in my conduct toward you.  I am responsible for 
preparing you for the rigors of academic work at the University of Kentucky.  I also assume the 
responsibility of keeping you interested and stimulated in honing these skills.  I assume the 
responsibility for pushing you to new limits in your abilities, even if this may seem excessive at times.  
That being said, I also assume the responsibility of adjusting this course to fit your needs, and I 
welcome any constructive criticism that you may have.  Finally, I assume the responsibility of fostering 
an environment for the discovery of different ways of thinking, knowing, and, most of all, 
communicating both within and beyond the classroom walls.  
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 I have read and understood the syllabus, and I agree to the contractual nature of this implied 
agreement.  My signature signifies that I both agree to the policies of this course and intend to 
abide by them as I pursue a successful completion of this course. 
 
 
 
 
 
Print: ________________________________________________ 
 
 
 
 
Signature: ________________________________________________ 
 
 
 
Date: _______/________/_______ 
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You do not need to fill this out right now as I will return this sheet to you at the end of 
the semester.  After you have reflected on the work you put together over the course of the semester, I 
would like to know if I can use your work to help future students that may take this same course.  I will 
remove your name and any details that may point directly to you if that will make you feel more 
comfortable agreeing to this.  So please leave this unmarked until the end of the term. 

 
 
 
 

 I agree to allow Drew to use the following project(s) as an example to aid in the development 
of future student writing at the University of Kentucky. 
 

 Project 1 Essay   Project 2 Essay / Webtext 
 

 Project 1 Speech   Project 2 Ignite Presentation 
 

 Other more Routine Assignments, except for the following: 

_______________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________ 

 I agree to allow Drew to use my first name and other identifying information (Save my last 
name) in the projects selected above. 
 
 
 
 
Print: ________________________________________________ 
 
 
 
Signature: ________________________________________________ 
 
 
 
Date: _______/________/_______ 



Composition and Communication I  
WRD 110-010 & WRD 110-016 

Fall 2011 
 
Tentative Daily Schedule 
This schedule should be checked on a regular basis as it is subject to change.  You will notice that 
this is the barest of schedules, including only project deadlines and a reading schedule for the 
next couple of weeks.  Although some work may be assigned on a daily basis, I will provide a 
detailed list of most assignments by at least two weeks out.  I will inform you of any changes 
made to this schedule in class, but you will still want to check this at least weekly.  All readings 
and project deadlines should be completed by the listed day of class. 
 
 
Week 1: Introduction to Composition and Communication 

Wednesday Aug 24th 
• An Introduction to CC1  

Friday Aug 26th 
• Read the syllabus and course policies.  Bring in your signed syllabus form and any 

questions that you may have. 
• Accept invitation from me for Dropbox and bring any questions that you have after 

exploring this site. 
• Read ehandbook sections 2.26, 4.81 
• Read Bizter (TEC p 9) 

 

Project 1 
Week 2: Analysis of Home Communities 

Monday Aug 29th  
• Read Project 1 Prompt and being any questions to class 
• Listen to these audio essays from StoryCorps 

o  “North Carolina Town's Longtime Barbershop Cutups” 
http://www.npr.org/templates/story/story.php?storyId=106946912 

o “Boy Scout Tells Leaders Why He Stayed 25 Years” 
http://www.npr.org/templates/story/story.php?storyId=123378499 

o “In A Steel Town, A Father Who Defined Tough Love” 
http://www.npr.org/2011/04/08/135188027/in-a-steel-town-a-father-who-
defined-tough-love 

o “Astronaut's Brother Recalls A Man Who Dreamed Big 
http://www.npr.org/2011/01/28/133275198/astronauts-brother-recalls-a-
man-who-dreamed-big 

• Type a response to the questions on these essays. 
 

http://www.npr.org/templates/story/story.php?storyId=106946912
http://www.npr.org/templates/story/story.php?storyId=123378499
http://www.npr.org/2011/04/08/135188027/in-a-steel-town-a-father-who-defined-tough-love
http://www.npr.org/2011/04/08/135188027/in-a-steel-town-a-father-who-defined-tough-love
http://www.npr.org/2011/01/28/133275198/astronauts-brother-recalls-a-man-who-dreamed-big
http://www.npr.org/2011/01/28/133275198/astronauts-brother-recalls-a-man-who-dreamed-big
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Wednesday Aug 31st  
• Speech: “What is the rhetorical tradition of your home community?” (1 minute) 
• Read Arkle “Your Assignment” (TEC 1) 
• Read Ford “Accommodations” (Handout / .pdf) 

o You only need to comment on one, but you should take notes in the margins for 
both of them. 

Friday Sept 2nd  
• Read/Comment Lopate’s “Brooklyn the Unknowable” (Handout/ .pdf) 
• Bring in 3 photographs (personal or professional) for class discussion. 

o These may be brought on a flash drive, on your laptop (if you have one), or 
printed out. 

• Writing: P1 Proposal (300-500 words) Due, which includes… 
o A working definition of your community 
o The name of the person whom you will be interviewing 
o The date of this interview 

 
Week 3: Interviewing Techniques / Observing & Describing Community 

Monday Sept 5th  
• Happy Labor Day! : No Class 

Wednesday Sept 7th 
• Bring in 3 different images of your home community for class discussion.  These images 

should represent three distinct aspects of this community and relate to your proposed 
topic. 

• Writing: Type a 500 word description of how one of these photographs was crafted for a 
specific effect on the audience.  In this analysis, try to incorporate the vocabulary from 
Friday’s lesson. 

o This will be submitted through Safe Assign on Blackboard. 
• Read “Competent Interviewing” (Handout / .pdf) 
• Listen to the audio essay “Radio Host’s Mom Recounts Nebraska Childhood” 

http://www.npr.org/2010/11/24/131568683/radio-host-s-mom-recounts-nebraska-
childhood 

Friday Sept 9th  
• Complete the First Assessment Test 
• Read Norris’s “The Beautiful Places” (Handout / .pdf) 
• Read ehandbook section 2.34 

 
Week 4: Finding and Evaluating Sources / Drafting an Essay 

Monday Sept 12th   
• Writing: Personal Definition of your Home Community (700 words) 

o For this short response, I want you to define what an abstract “home community” 
is for any individual: how does one know that a community fulfills this role for 
him or her? What distinguishes a home community from other types of 
communities (work, distant communities, etc.)?  After you have done this, apply 

http://www.npr.org/2010/11/24/131568683/radio-host-s-mom-recounts-nebraska-childhood
http://www.npr.org/2010/11/24/131568683/radio-host-s-mom-recounts-nebraska-childhood
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your definition to your own home community: how does your home community 
fit this definition? How does it differ (even subtly) from an abstract definition? 

o This should be typed and submitted to Dropbox as well as brought to class 
(printed out).  

• Read and Comment on Gisleson’s “Your Exhausted Heart” (Handout / .pdf file). 
Wednesday Sept 14th  

• Outline of Project 1 Essay due in Class 
• Read and Comment on Haynesworth “My Volvo, My Self” (TEC 24) 
• Bring in C.R.A.A.P. handouts that critique a website that you visit on a regular basis 

(uky.edu, Facebook, Youtube, etc.) and one source that you will be using for your first 
project. 

Friday Sept 16th 
• Project 1 Essay Rough Draft Due at 5:00 PM (via your Dropbox folder) 

o This should be a minimum of 1,000 words, and it should include at least 2 
sources. 

o This should be in MLA style, as well. 
• Read ehandbook section 2.44 and bring in 2 Works Cited entries from your Rough Draft. 

 
Week 5: Essay Workshopping 

Monday Sept 19th  
Revision 

• Read and Comment on your Peer Group Member’s rough drafts 
o Pay Attention to the Development of his or her ideas and the focus of their draft. 
o Make 3 comments per page for each of the members in your group. 
o Writing: Type a 250 word (minimum) letter to your group members that 

summarizes your concerns with and praise for their draft, with any suggestions 
that you have for improving their drafts. 

• Read ehandbook section 2.28, 30, 33 
Wednesday Sept 21st   

Editing 
• Read ehandbook section 2.34, 39-41 
• Read and Comment on your Peer Group Member’s rough drafts 

o This time, pay attention to paragraph-level and lower errors, offering suggestions 
on cleaning up his or her paper. 

o Make a total of 6 marks per page, combining suggestive comments and editing 
marks. 

Friday Sept 23rd  
• Read Mills’ “A Tale of Two Fallen Soldiers” (TEC 42) and Baker’s “Brothers” (TEC 46) 
• Writing: Write a 150 word Assessment of the quality of one of these student essays, 

assigning a grade based on the pros and cons of their essay development and 
organization. 

o Use the rubric that I have given you as a guide for this. 
• Project 1 Essay Due at 5:00 PM (via Safe Assign on Blackboard) 
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Week 6: Outlining, Rehearsing, Critiquing 

Monday Sept 26th  
• Writing: Project 1 Working Outline I Due (in class and via Dropbox) 
• Read Evridge’s “A Community of Students” (TEC 49) 
• Listen/Watch: Elias’s “3 Things I Learned While My Plane Crashed” and Svitak “What 

Adults Can Learn from Kids” (TED.com) 
o Instead of a General Comment, I would like for you to comment on the 

Presentation ability of one of these speakers and what made them effective 
speakers. 

Wednesday Sept 28th 
• Using your reading from “Speech Chapters”, critique the organization of one presentation 

from the TED.com site (whichever talk intrigues you most).  This should be 2 paragraphs 
(min. of 150 words). 

• Bring in your Power Point Presentation for Project 1 Speech with at least 8 slides 
completed. 

Friday Sept 30th   
• Read eHandbook 4.81-83 
• Writing: Project 1 Working Outline II Due (in class and via Dropbox) 
• Speech Rehearsal Day: Prepare to present your speech to the class as a whole, along 

with the accompanying Power Point presentation.  
 
Week 7: Project 1 Speeches 

• Monday Oct 3rd 
• Read eHandbook 4.85-86 & 5.105 

• Monday Oct 3rd – 7th     

• Project 1 Speeches 
 

Project 2 
Week 8: Addressing Multiple Perspectives 

Sunday Oct 9th  
• Project 1 Formal Outline of your Speech Due at 5:00 PM (via Safe 

Assign on Blackboard) 
o A Formal Outline is a very specific and, as the name suggests, formal 

preparation format that details the thesis, topics, claims and evidence that 
you will/have used in your speech.  In order to prepare it, take your 
working outline and expand on the notes that you have in place, writing in 
complete sentences and incorporating the means by which you cited 
sources orally.  If you do this, then you will be fine.  If you have 
questions, please email me before Saturday at 10:00 AM.   
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Monday Oct 10th 
ONLINE CLASS: Sleep in if you want, we will not hold regular class today, but all work 

will be due by 5:00 PM to Blackboard. 
• Read Garcia’s “A Product of this Town” (.pdf/handout) and two news stories that 

covered the event, one from the New York Times and one from the Times-Picayune 
(.docx/handout) 

• Then answer 2 of the 3 following questions in 250 words or more each: 
o How would you describe the town of Jena? Thinking of your own definition, 

would the people of this town consider this place a “home community”? If so, 
how? If not, why not?  

o What impact does the author’s background and ethnicity have on his objective 
reporting? Is this a biased account or an honest account? 

o Considering the different perspectives offered in by Garcia, The New York Times 
and the Times-Picayune (New Orleans), what impact did the Jena “6” trial and 
attack have on race relations in the country and in the city? Did one source seem 
to get at the event more completely and truthfully than the others? How was this 
accomplished? 

Wednesday Oct 12th   
• Read Project 2 Prompt and bring any questions 
• Read and Comment: Garcia’s “A Product of This Town” (.pdf/handout) 
• Read eHandbook 2.14-17 

Friday Oct 14th  
• Read and Comment (on Dawkins and one other): McConnell and Coal 

(http://www.courierpress.com/news/2011/jun/01/mcconnell-bashes-epa-speech-
kentucky-coal-associat/)  

o and Goodell’s “You Fight for What You Get” (.pdf/handout) 
o and Dawkins and Coyne’s “One Side Can Be Wrong” (.pdf/handout) 

• Read eHandbook 2.22-23 
• DIY Grammar: Parallelism and the Importance of Repetition in Style and Substance 

(Luke and Amy) [WRD 110-010] 
Commas to Set Off Nonrestrictive Elements and Comma Splices(Yuki Ross, Erin, and 
Dallas)      [WRD 110-016]    

 
 
 
Week 9: Analyzing Multiple Perspectives 

Monday Oct 17th  
• Speech: Prepare a 1 minute rebuttal (in speech form) of either the McConnell or the 

Goodell reading, explaining the faults that you find with this article and/or how the 
author’s perspective is wrong. 

• Read and Comment: Poole’s Unspeak chapters (This is a longer reading, but I want you 
to comment on the whole thing.  These comments will be worth 8 pts total.) 

http://www.courierpress.com/news/2011/jun/01/mcconnell-bashes-epa-speech-kentucky-coal-associat/
http://www.courierpress.com/news/2011/jun/01/mcconnell-bashes-epa-speech-kentucky-coal-associat/
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• Read eHandbook 2.14-17, 35-36 
• DIY Grammar: Word Choice, Connotation, Denotation, and Other Issues with 

Vocabulary (Kayla, Rossi, and Mary) [WRD 110-010] 
Apostrophes and Other Forms of Punctuation (Leah, Brayden, and John) [WRD 110-016]    

 
Wednesday Oct 19th  

• Read eHandbook 2.37 
• DIY Grammar: Coordination, Subordination, and Dependent Clauses (Drew Heverin) 

[WRD 110-010] 
Acitve and Passive Voice(Andrew Woelfel, Jacob, and Kevin)  [WRD 110-016]    
 

Thursday Oct 20th  
• Write: P2 Proposal Due at 8:00 PM on Dropbox. 

Friday Oct 21st  
• Extra Credit and Amnesty Due 
• Research Day: Meet in William T. Young Library (5th Floor, Core 2) 

o Bring Laptops and a copy of your proposal. 
 
Week 10: Interpreting Research 

Monday Oct 24th  
• Read and Comment: Downey’s “Now That’s Funny” (TEC 109) 

o and Hall’s “Talking About My (Grandma’s) Generation” (TEC 114) 
o and Hayakawa’s “How Dictionaries Are Made” (.pdf/handout) 

• Read eHandbook 2.38-9 
• DIY Grammar: Active and Passive Voice (Kris, Laura, and Jessica) [WRD 110-010] 

Parallelism and the Importance of Repetition in Style and Substance (K.J., Ryan Collins, 
and Cody)  [WRD 110-016]    

Wednesday Oct 26th  
• Read and Comment: Aviv’s “Like I Was Jesus” (.pdf/handout) 

Friday Oct 28th  
• Read and Comment: Gray’s “From Websites to Wal-Mart” (TEC 51). 
• DIY Grammar: Commas (Holly Andrews, Katie, and Stacey) [WRD 110-010]]    

 
Week 11: Writing for the Web 

Monday Oct 31st  
• Read and Comment: Solnit’s “Detroit Arcadia” (TEC 89). 
• Read eHandbook 2.21-22 
• DIY Grammar: The Effective Use of Sentences and Sentence Variety (Michael Ashby, 

Alex, and Michael Reich) [WRD 110-010]   
 The Effective Use of Sentences (Philip, Lincoln, and Renee)  [WRD 110-016] 

 



Drew Heverin  Daily Schedule 
WRD 110-010/016  Fall 2011 
 

Wednesday Nov 2nd  
• Read and Comment: Weingarten’s “Pearls Before Breakfast” (.pdf/handout) 
• Writing: Craft a Web-Text Draft of one section of a reading we have done in class, 

incorporating at least 4 hyperlinks.  Bring this to class on your laptop or jump-drive. 
• DIY Grammar: Apostrophes and Other Forms of Punctuation (Holly Cunningham, Josh, 

and Marcelo) [WRD 110-010] 
 

Friday Nov 4th  

• Writing Day: No Class 
Week 12: Workshopping and Outlining 

Monday Nov 7th 
• View and Comment:  Berkun’s “How and Why to Give an Ignite Talk” 

(http://igniteshow.com/videos/how-and-why-give-ignite-talk) 
o and Bauer’s “How to Work a Crowd” (http://igniteshow.com/videos/how-work-

crowd-ep23) 
o and 2 more of your Choosing from either http://igniteshow.com/ or 

http://www.pecha-kucha.org/. 
o Comment on one of these individually and write a 350 word (minimum) 

description of what exactly an Ignite presentation is and how to excel at it. 
• Read eHandbook 4.82-83 

Wednesday Nov 9th   
• Read and Assess: Zwischenberger’s “The Segregation of the Pewee Valley Cemetery” 

(TEC 104) and write a 350 word assessment of the quality of this essay. 
• Individual Working Draft of Web-Text Essay I Due at 3:00 PM (via Dropbox) 
• DIY Grammar: Integrating Sources in Both Written and Oral Communication (Drew) 

[WRD 110-010] 
Coordination, Subordination, Dependent Clauses and Unnecessary Commas (Andrew 
Larrigan, Adam, and Tyler)  [WRD 110-016] 

• Word Choice, Connotation, Denotation, and Other Issues With Vocabulary (Thomas, 
Ryan Clark, and Bailey)  [WRD 110-016]      

Friday Nov 11th  
Partner Revision 

• Read and Comment on your Partner’s  rough drafts 
o Pay Attention to the Development of his or her ideas and the integration of 

sources into their draft. 
o Make 8 comments per page for each of the members in your group. 

 Remember to comment on both what they did well and what they could 
improve on. 

 Do not comment on editing issues (sentence-level and below). 
o Writing: Type a 500 word (minimum) letter to your partner that summarizes 

your concerns with and praise for his or her draft, with any suggestions that you 
have for improving his or her draft. 

http://igniteshow.com/videos/how-and-why-give-ignite-talk
http://igniteshow.com/videos/how-work-crowd-ep23
http://igniteshow.com/videos/how-work-crowd-ep23
http://igniteshow.com/
http://www.pecha-kucha.org/
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• DIY Grammar: Integrating Sources in Both Written and Oral Communication (Drew) 
[WRD 110-010] 
Word Choice, Connotation, Denotation, and Other Issues With Vocabulary (Thomas, 
Ryan Clark, and Bailey)  [WRD 110-016]   

 
Week 13: Workshopping 

Monday Nov 14th  
• Read and Comment: Betulius’”Speech Outline” (TEC 123) 
• DIY Grammar QUIZ 

Wednesday Nov 16th  
Peer Revision 

• Read and Comment on your Peer Group rough drafts of their combined web-text 
o Pay Attention to the Development of his or her ideas and the integration of 

sources into their draft. 
o Make 6 comments per page for each of essay. 

 Remember to comment on both what they did well and what they could 
improve on. 

 Do not comment on editing issues (sentence-level and below). 
o Writing: Type a 500 word (minimum) letter to the authors of each web-text that 

summarizes your concerns with and praise for his or her draft, with any 
suggestions that you have for improving his or her draft. 

o THIS CAN BE DONE WITH YOUR PROJECT 2 PARTNER 
Friday Nov 18th  

• Individual Working Outline and Ignite (ideas) Slides Due (in class and via Dropbox)  
o You need 15-20 timed slides that enhance your proposed speech. 

 
Week 14: Workshopping and Rehearsing 

Monday Nov 21st  
• Rehearsal Outline and Ignite Slides Due (in class and via Dropbox)  

o You need 15-20 timed slides that enhance your proposed speech. 
Wednesday Nov 23rd and Friday Nov 25th  

• Happy Thanksgiving! : No Class 
 
Week 15: Workshopping and Rehearsing 

Monday Nov 28th  
Peer Revision of Outlines 

Wednesday Nov 30th and  
• Rehearsal Day: Prepare to present your speech to the class as a whole, along with the 

accompanying Power Point presentation.  
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o Make sure to fill out a complete Peer Critique form for each speaker in your 
Peer Review Group. 

 
Friday Dec 2nd  

• Bring a REVISED Speech Outline and Ignite Presentation with at least 16 slides 
• Read and Comment on your Peer Group rough drafts of their combined web-text 

o Pay Attention to the Development of his or her ideas and the integration of 
audience concerns and relevancy cues into their draft. 

o Make 4 comments per page for each of essay. 
 Remember to comment on both what they did well and what they could 

improve on. 
 Do not comment on editing issues (sentence-level and below). 

 
Week 16: Symposia 

Monday Dec 5th – 9th  

• Ignite Symposia 
Wednesday Dec 7th  

• Complete the Second Assessment Test by this Point 
Friday Dec 9th  

• Final Thoughts and Class Wrap-up 

• Project 2 Web-Text launched by 4:00 PM 
• Project 2 Document Due at 5:00 PM (via Safe Assign on Blackboard) 

 
 
 

 
 


